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dk̈̈l ©d of the Week

~  mi ¦WFc §w mi ¦xẗ §q  ~
~  Holy Books and Religious Objects  ~

We have been discussing laws regarding the holiness of the z ¤q¤p §M-zi¥A.
mi ¦WFc §w mi ¦xẗ §q (holy books) and other religious articles must also be given proper
respect.  Here are some laws relating to this:

One should not sit on a chair or bench on which mi ¦WFc §w mi ¦xẗ §q are lying.
All mi ¦WFc §w mi ¦xẗ §q, including those that are worn out or torn, and sheets of paper on
which Torah thoughts were written, may not be thrown out.  They must be put in a df̈i¦p §b (a
special burial place).  Many synagogues have a special box or place where these books
and papers are set aside until they are taken for burial.
Holy books must not be placed face down.  If one sees a WFcẅ x ¤t ¥q that is face down he
should turn it over on to its right side.
A Wn̈Eg, or one of the five parts of the Wn̈Eg, may be placed on top of a volume of mi ¦̀ i ¦a§p
or mi ¦aEz §M; volumes of mi ¦̀ i ¦a§p and mi ¦aEz §M may be placed on top of each other; mi ¦̀ i ¦a§p
and mi ¦aEz §M may not be placed on top of mi ¦WÖ ªg.  Other holy books must not be placed on
top of any of these mi ¦xẗ §q.
Papers which do not have any holiness or religious meaning at all must not be inserted in
mi ¦WFc §w mi ¦xẗ §q unless they help in the study of the books.
A person who was studying from a holy book should not leave the book open when he
leaves, even if he expects to return in a short time.
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Rabbi Chanina, the assistant Kohen Gadol, taught:

“Pray for the welfare of the government, because if people did not
fear it (the government) a person would swallow his fellow alive.”
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